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MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 6th  
 

Attended:  Brenda Berry, Mike Bartel, Robin Donner, 
Anne Keller, Jeannie Kratzer, Janet Lukesh, Marty 
Madansky, Mary Makowski, Eileen Moore, Will Moore, 
Chuck Roach, John Rosensteel, Helen Rush, Steve 
Smith, Debbie Watson, Br John Mary, Br Pio 
Visitors: Matthew Kopacek, Fr Timothy Norris, 
Marlene Skavnak, Kathy Taormina – Pastoral Visitor, 
Tim Taormina – Fraternal Visitor 
 

Thank you, active members, for notifying a 
council member when you are unable to attend.  

You are in our prayers. 
 

Opening: Steve lead us in opening prayer. Steve shared 
a reflection on Rule 14 (see page 2). Chuck will present 
a rule next month. 
 

The Minutes and Financial Report from the September 
meeting were approved. 
 

September Financial Report: 
Checking: 
Starting Balance:        1103.34 
   Common fund contributions:         +183.00 
Ending Balance:                $1286.34 
 

Savings Balance        $424.60 
 

Upcoming expenses: 
 Region visitation ~ $160 
 Quarterly stipends ~ $75 
 January Fair Share payment ~ $500 
 

Pastoral/Fraternal Visitation: 
We are honored to have Kathy Taormina – Region Spiritual 
Assistant and Tim Taormina – Region Vice Minister with 
us this evening. We look forward to receiving their report. 
 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular FranciscanOrder 
Newsletter 

 
Initial Formation report: September initial formation 
was cancelled. The next meeting will be Friday, October 20th. 
 

The Brothers report:  
The Brothers have two new Postulants: Steven Gottsacker 
and John Paskiewicz. On October 4th, the Feast of Saint 
Francis, Brothers Paschal and Antonio professed their first 
vows and Br Joseph celebrated his 25th Jubilee.  
Br John Mary begins a 6-month Sabbatical on October 7th. 
Br. Pio will be our Spiritual Assistant in his absence. 
 

Hospitality: Many of us attended the funeral for our dear 
Jean Cronemiller on October 2nd. Brenda arranged for 
Franciscan Perpetual Masses for Jean. 
The Holy Hour this evening is offered for Jean and family.  
Brenda gave an update on prayer requests for members who 
are unable to attend this month.  
The birthday party for Frank Junghans will be at 2pm on 
October 13th at Cerenity Care Center. 
 

Apostolates: 
The Bingo party in September went well. 
Next Nursing Home visits: 

The Estates at Lynnhurst 
471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 

Wednesday, October 18th, 6:30pm 
 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Thursday, October 26th, 6:30pm 
 

Region activities: 
Eileen reported that Will’s talk in September at Our Lady of 
Consolation went well. 
Br John Mary, Eugene, Helen, Robin, Anne and Br Pio attended 
the Regional Fall Gathering on September 30th. 
 

Friends of Francis – OFS Retreat: October 27 - 29, 2017   
The Life of St Francis in Fresco: The Art of “Christ Alive!” presented 
by Wheaton Franciscan Sister Gabriele Uhlein, OSF, PhD 
Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center Prior Lake, MN 55372 
More info at http://franciscanretreats.net/friends_of_francis.aspx 
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Rite of Admission: Following the Holy Hour, John 
Rosensteel was admitted as a Candidate. (See page 3.) 
 

Ongoing Formation: Due to our group being large, we 
broke into two groups to discuss the Sunday readings as 
well as the first half of Chapter 3 “The Call of God” of 
The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis.  
 

We closed with intercessory prayers: 
*In thanksgiving for our time with Tim and Kathy Taormina. 
*For the soul of Jean Cronemiller and for her family. 
*For Norma Cintron’s health and for her family in Puerto Rico 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. 
*For all those experiencing illness, including: Janie Carlson, 
Eugene Krentz, Mike Gross and Mary Marshall. 
*For Clare Lewer who had surgery today. 
*For blessings for Br John Mary on his sabbatical. 
*For safe travels for Br Antonio as he leaves Oct 9 to visit his 
family in the Philippines. 
*For Chuck’s young neice Andrea who is dying of cancer. 
*For victims of violence and natural disasters. 
*That we will reach out to those in need. 
* For many other intentions. 
____________________________________________ 
	
Reflection	by	Steve	Smith:	
Rule	14:	Secular	Franciscans,	together	with	all	people	of	good	
will,	are	called	to	build	a	more	fraternal	and	evangelical	world	
so	that	the	kingdom	of	God	may	be	brought	about	more	
effectively.	Mindful	that	anyone	"who	follows	Christ,	the	
perfect	man,	becomes	more	of	a	man	himself,"	let	them	
exercise	their	responsibilities	competently	in	the	Christian	
spirit	of	service.	
							Evangelical	is	defined	as	“of	or	according	to	the	teaching	of	the	
gospel	or	the	Christian	religion.”	So	a	fraternal	and	evangelical	world	
would	be	one	in	which	all	persons	are	united	in	Christ.	Francis	began	
his	Rule	of	1221	by	stating	“The	Rule	and	life	of	the	friars	is	to	live	in	
obedience,	in	chastity	and	without	property,	following	the	teaching	
and	footsteps	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	The	Franciscan	charism	is	
founded	on	relationship	with	the	Word	Incarnate,	Jesus	Christ,	living	
among	us.	As	Ilia	Delio	puts	it	in	Franciscan	Prayer,	“It	is	in	and	
through	Christ	that	Francis	discovers	the	meaning	of	his	own	life,	the	
dignity	of	the	human	person	and	the	goodness	of	creation.”	
							There	is	a	frieze	on	the	side	of	the	Basilica	of	Saint	Francis	in	
Assisi	that	shows	Jesus	carrying	his	cross	and	Francis	following	
carrying	his	cross.	This	stuck	me	as	a	perfect	image	of	the	Franciscan	
calling.	It	is	by	following	Christ,	as	Francis	did,	and	make	that	
experience	of	Christ	available	to	others	that	we	live	the	gospel	life.		
							The	goal	of	the	evangelical	life	is	to	be	a	sister	or	brother	to	all,	
announcing	the	Good	News	though	our	example	and	good	works.	We	
are	called	to	participate	in	the	body	of	Christ	united	in	the	Spirit	of	
love.	This	should	lead	us	to	be	a	person	in	relation	with	our	fellow	
sisters	and	brothers.	We	are	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ	and	
adopted	children	of	the	Father	through	baptism.	If	we	truly	love	
others,	we	want	them	to	share	in	the	Body	of	Christ.	For	Christ	said	
“No	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	through	me.”	If	we	are	the	
image	of	Christ	in	others	eyes,	are	we	drawing	them	towards	or	away	
from	Him?   
 

 
 

Meetings: (located at Queen of Peace Friary) 
 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, October 20th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

Chapter 31 of The Franciscan Journey 
“Membership in the SFO” 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting: 
Friday, November 3rd 

Business meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Chuck 
  

Franciscan Holy Hour 7:00pm followed by 
refreshments and social time. 

 

Treats by Robin and Helen   
 

Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 
Mass Readings for Sunday, November 5th 

Chapter 3 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis 
Pages 45 - 61   

November Council Meeting: 
Sunday, November 12th, 1:30 – 3:00pm 

 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 

Br Pio King – 10/22 
Mary Marshall – 11/4 

Br Seraphim Wirth – 11/12 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 
Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 

Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   
Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 

Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 
Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Acting Spiritual Assistant: Brother Pio King, fbp (651-442-8165) 
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John Rosensteel, Rite of Admission to the Secular Franciscan Order  
Courtesy of Chuck Roach Photography 
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NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

Thirty-first	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
 

Reading	1		 	 	 MAL 	1 :14B-2 :2B , 	8 -10	
 
A great King am I, says the LORD of hosts, 
and my name will be feared among the nations. 
And now, O priests, this commandment is for you: 
If you do not listen, 
if you do not lay it to heart, 
to give glory to my name, says the LORD of hosts, 
I will send a curse upon you 
and of your blessing I will make a curse. 
You have turned aside from the way, 
and have caused many to falter by your instruction; 
you have made void the covenant of Levi, 
says the LORD of hosts. 
I, therefore, have made you contemptible 
and base before all the people, 
since you do not keep my ways, 
but show partiality in your decisions. 
Have we not all the one father? 
Has not the one God created us? 
Why then do we break faith with one another, 
violating the covenant of our fathers? 
 
Gospel		 	 	 	 	 MT	23 :1 -12 	
 

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, 
 "The scribes and the Pharisees 
have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.  
Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell 
you, but do not follow their example.  
For they preach but they do not practice.  
They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry 
and lay them on people's shoulders,  
but they will not lift a finger to move them.  
All their works are performed to be seen.  
They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.  
They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in 
synagogues, greetings in marketplaces,  
and the salutation 'Rabbi.' 
As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' 
You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers.  
Call no one on earth your father; 
you have but one Father in heaven. 
Do not be called 'Master'; 
you have but one master, the Christ.  
The greatest among you must be your servant. 
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; 
but whoever humbles himself will be exalted." 

__________________________________________ 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing 

 

Gaze on Him 
look on the words; 

read and listen to the Scripture with an open 
mind, let the words sink into you 

 

Consider Him 
ponder the words; 

think about what is being revealed in your heart 
and mind and soul 

 

Contemplate Him 
weigh the words; 

decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to 
the words and ponder that article 

 

Imitate Him 
outpour the words; 

take all of this into the world with a concrete 
action which today you state aloud 

 

…in	the	tradition	of	St.	Clare	of	Assisi	
	
 

 
Study questions for November ongoing formation: 
THE PERFECT JOY OF ST. FRANCIS  
Chapter 3   THE CALL OF GOD – pg. 45-61. 
 

1. The second half of the chapter continues to show us 
the struggles and tests that St. Francis has to face and 
endure in his conversion journey toward living a life 
totally God-centered and Christ-like. What is the 
struggle Francis is dealing with? Why and how does 
he respond to it? Pg.45-47. 

2. St. Francis slips into a Spiritual Darkness. Why and 
how did he pull out of it? Pg. 48-49. Have you 
experienced Spiritual Darkness?  

3. What are the new struggles that St. Francis faces with 
the townspeople of Assisi, his father, and his mother, 
as he tries to live his new life of Christ-centered 
poverty? How did he respond to these? Pg. 50-53? 
What were the struggles you faced when you asked 
to become a Franciscan? 

4. Why was the trial at the Bishop’s palace so important 
in St. Francis’ conversion journey, and what did it do 
for him? Pg. 54-58. 

5. What was life like after Francis’ trial at the Bishop’s 
palace, and where did it lead him? Pg.58-61. 

         


